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one of the implications of orientalism is that the arab world as a homogenous entity is often
analysed as an anomaly within the international system this book argues that despite their
differences societies across the globe ultimately construct their own history according to very
similar dynamics and tensions the methodological approach of this book using different
countries within the arab world as models offers the reader an analysis of relations between the
elites and their opposition in a variety of settings a definition of the political structure of each
country is drawn from this analysis before potential future scenarios as according to country
specific experts are proposed this model provides a useful contribution to students and
scholars of political science and international relations through providing a comparative study
of the political regimes currently operating in the arab world their elites civil society power
resources and political resistance this book illustrates that despite the image of homogeneity
sometimes portrayed by the arab world it is the multiplicity of models and heterogeneity of
regimes that constitute reality
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this book project unfolds and analyzes the work of moroccan director producer and scriptwriter
farida benlyazid whose career extends from the beginning of cinema in independent morocco
to the present this study of her work and career provides a unique perspective on an under
represented cinema the gender politics of cinema in morocco and the contribution of arab
women directors to global cinema and to a gendered understanding of muslim ethics and
aesthetics in film a pioneer in moroccan cinema farida benlyazid has been successful at
negotiating the sometimes abrupt turns of morocco s rocky 20th century history from morocco
under french occupation to the advent of moroccan independence in 1956 the end of the
international status of tangier her native city in 1959 the years of lead under the reign of hassan
ii and finally mohamed vi s current reign since 1999 as a result she has a long view of morocco
s politics of self representation as well as of the representation of moroccan women on screen
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